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West Africa by Europeans, probably the Portuguese, His
reasons are that it is everywhere weighted with imported
lead, almost everywhere made of imported yarn., and is
almost confined to the coast. As regards East Africa, its
very sporadic occurrence, again almost confined to the coast,
strongly suggests recent importation.
So far, then, as the cast-net is concerned, the world may
be divided into three regions. In the first of these, which
includes nearly all of Europe., the whole coast of North Africa,
and South and West Asia and Indonesia, the cast-net has
existed from time immemorial. In the second region, which
includes parts of East and West Africa, parts of America
and some of the Pacific islands, the cast-net, though exten-
sively used, is a fairly recent introduction. In the third
region, which includes Northern Asia, Central and South
Africa, Australia, many of the Pacific islands, and the
greater part of America, the cast-net is unknown.
A study of the distribution of its four types suggests that
the second is the original. It is certainly the standard,
having a general distribution over the whole area within
which the cast-net is found. The first type, that in which
there is no pocket or bag, is reported from France, Palestine,
Jubaland, and Sumatra. It is possibly an earlier type> but it
is an ineffective implement, and this fact, together with its
distribution, suggests rather that it is simplified or degenerate.
The third is an improved type, though perhaps only so
when shrimps, prawns, or very small fish are to be caught.
The principle of the fourth type, the Crimean purse-net, is
of course the same as that of the common rabbit net, which
is spread, though not cast, over the mouth of the burrow,
It is very remarkable that this is the only localized variant,
It is possible that the cast-net was invented more tbsn once
in the first region described above, that is» roughly speaking*
Southern Asia and the basin of the Medlterraneti!, but the
identity of the prevalent type, when m many

